
English II Honors 
2019-2020 Summer Assignment 

 
Your first assignment for English II Honors will be an individualized literary analysis assignment that you complete 
over the summer.  This assignment asks you to monitor your own comprehension; to create and answer literal, 
evaluative, analytical, and synthesizing questions; and to use individual strategies to help you read the text critically.   
 
GOOGLE CLASSROOM CODE: 4vf2np1 

● Use your school Google account. 
● Get the Google Classroom app for your phone if you have a smart phone. 
● Check for updates!  I will give you random opportunities for points or I will announce updates 

through this app. 
 
The English II Honors summer assignment is as follows: 

1. Get a copy of the nonfiction text How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster: 
 

● Your first task is to read How to Read Literature Like a Professor. Annotate the chapters listed below. 
Identify the most important and relevant information for you.  Don’t just underline everything! 
Take notes in the margins! 

 
● Read and annotate Frankenstein, noting any connections from the novel to each of the following 

sections from How to Read Literature Like a Professor.  See part 2 from the annotations guide. 
● Section 1: “Every Trip is a Quest” 
● Section 3: “Nice to Eat You: Acts of Vampires” 
● Section 4: “Now Where Have I Seen Her Before?” 
● Section 5: “When in Doubt, It’s from Shakespeare…” 
● Section 6: “…Or the Bible” 
● Section 8: “It’s Greek to Me” 
● Section 9: “It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow” 
● Section 11 “...More Than It’s Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence” 
● Section 12: “Is That a Symbol?” 
● Section 14: “Yes, She’s a Christ Figure, Too” 
● Section 19: “Geography Matters…” 
● Section 21: “Marked for Greatness” 
● Section 24: “Don’t Read with Your Eyes” 

 
2. Get a copy of the novel Frankenstein by Mary Shelley: 

 
● Use How to Read Literature to annotate the book and complete the following tasks.  For each 

section you will be asked to annotate in the novel and write answers in a Google Doc.  Make 
ONE Google Doc and complete each task on it.  You will share that Doc with me on the 
first day of school: 

 
● Section 1: Which character(s) enter into a quest? What does that quest reveal about this 

character? How does this character change because of the quest? 
● In The Book: Highlight/annotate the quest of one (1) character in one color (for 

example, pink highlighter and pink pen).  
● On your Google Doc: Explain how the character you have chosen undergoes the 

five steps of a Quest. Remember, the quest doesn’t have to be a physical destination. 
 



● Section 3: Monsters have meaning.  What does the creature in Frankenstein represent? 
● In The Book: Highlight/annotate all of the physical descriptions and traits given to 

the monster throughout the book in a specific color. 
● On your Google Doc: In at least one paragraph, explain what the monster 

represents to our society. 
 

● Section 4: Frankenstein has influenced pop culture for the last 200 years, but the creature we 
see in movies and the creature in the book are very different. 

● In The Book: Highlight/annotate any descriptions or actions of the creature that 
are different from what you knew about him before you started reading.  Make 
margin notes about how they are different.  

● On your Google Doc: Write at least two paragraphs in which you comapre and 
contrast the creature from the book and the creature from movies, television, or 
other pop culture references. 

 
● Sections 5 & 6: What other books, stories, Shakespearean texts, or poems does Mary 

Shelley reference or use in this novel? 
● In The Book: Find Shakespearean, Biblical, Fairy Tale, or Poetry allusions.  Mark 

these with post-it notes.  Write the allusion and its significance on the post-it. 
● On your Google Doc: Write one paragraph explaining, in your own words, why 

authors use allusions to other works. 
 

● Section 8: The subtitle to this book is The Modern Prometheus.  Read the story of Prometheus 
from Greek mythology and think about why Mary Shelley would name her novel after that 
story. 

● In The Book: Highlight/annotate connections in the book to the Greek Myth of 
Prometheus.  Write margin notes explaining these connections. 

● On your Google Doc: Write at least two paragraphs comparing and contrasting the 
Myth of Prometheus with Frankenstein.  Make sure you explain the significance, not 
just the details. 

 
● Section 9: Mary Shelley describes the weather in great detail throughout the novel.  Does the 

weather match the mood?  What are some possible reasons for the specific weather she 
chose? 

● In The Book: Highlight/annotate every time the weather is described.  Make 
margin notes explaining why that weather is significant. 

● On your Google Doc: Write one paragraph explaining how and why Mary Shelley 
uses weather throughtout the novel. Think about the mood of the scene and the 
effect of the weather on the characters’ moods.  

 
● Section 11: There are several acts of violence in this novel.  Examine the actions and think 

about what those acts of violence might mean. 
● In The Book: Highlight/annotate the descriptions of violence.  Remember to use a 

specific color highlighter or annotation that is unique to this section. 
● On your Google Doc: Choose one act of violence from the novel and write one 

paragraph explaining the significance of the act itself.  Why did mary Shelley choose 
that particular action? 

 
 



● Section 12 & 14: Objects, actions, and even people in novels can have symbolic meaning. 
Think about the symbolism Mary Shelley uses and how it adds meaning to the book.  One 
major form of symbolism is having a character who could be considered a “Christ Figure.” 
Identify a character who you think fits the Christ Figure description. 

● In The Book: Choose one character who is a Christ Figure and highlight/annotate 
all of the examples or evidence from the novel.  Then choose two other symbolism 
and highlight/annotate their usage throughout the book. 

● On your Google Doc: Write a paragraph explaining how the character you chose 
can be considered a Christ figure and how that might affect the meaning of the 
book. 

 
● Section 19: The novel Frankenstein features multiple settings with specific geographical 

description.  How do the different settings impact the meaning of each scene and the novel 
as a whole? 

● In The Book: Identify all of the setting descriptions and the changes in setting by 
highlighting/annotating. 

● On your Google Doc: Pick one of the settings and write two paragraphs explaining 
how the setting, and the way Mary Shelley describes that setting, gives more meaning 
to the scene. 
 

● Section 21: The creature is described in physical detail early on in his creation.  In How to 
Read Literature Like a Professor, Foster compares the creature’s physical formation with the 
fear society when industrial or technological advancements are made.  How could that relate 
to today? 

● In The Book: Highlight/annotate and descriptions of the creature’s physical traits, 
the way he moves, and the work Dr. Frankenstein does to create him. 

● On your Google Doc: Write at least two paragraphs explaining, in your own words, 
why the creature represents the progress of industry and technology. We are people 
often scared of this progress? 

 
● Section 24: This book was written in 1817 (over 200 years ago).  People were obviously 

different back then.  The audience for this book would have had very different lives.  Try to 
think about how people 200 years ago would have felt about this novel. 

● In The Book: Highligh/annotate any examples of “science” or “technology” that 
seems old-fashioned or out-dated. 

● On your Google Doc: Write one paragraph in which you explain how someone 200 
years ago would have a different perspective of this novel. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Memorize and explain ONE (1) of the monologues listed below from William Shakespeare’s comedic play 
As You Like It:: 

 
● I will post a link to the full monologues and the full text of the play on Google Classroom.  Choose 

ONE (1) of the monologues listed below.  Read it, research it, and understand it.  Use internet 
resources, footnotes in the play, and your own knowledge of Shakespeare to become an EXPERT 
on your monologue. 
 

● WRITE a three paragraph explanation of the monologue.  Use your own words! I will ask you 
questions about your answer!  Write this on a separate Google Doc.  DO NOT USE THE 
SAME ONE YOU USED FOR FRANKENSTEIN. There will be an assignment set up on 
Google Classroom for you to turn this in.   
 

● MEMORIZE the monologue or soliloquy you chose. You will be required to deliver it to the class 
during the first week of school.  You will be graded on accuracy, creativity, and emotional delivery. 
(Did you know all the words and did you show a correct emotion? Did you do anything to make 
your performance standout more than others that might have done the same lines?).  Choose one of 
the following: 

a. Act I scene i (first line of the play) “As I remember, Adam… though yet I 
know no wise remedy how to avoid it.”  (Speaker: Orlando) 

b. Act II scene vii (Around line 11 or so, depending on the printing you have) 
“A fool, a fool! I met a fool i’ th’ forest… A worthy fool! Motley’s the only 
wear.” (Speaker: Jaques) 

c. Act II scene vii (In the middle of the scene) “All the world’s a stage… Sans 
teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans every thing.” (Speaker: Jaques) 

d. Act III scene v (In the middle of the scene) “And why, I pray you?... So take 
her to thee, shepherd: fare you well.” (Speaker: Rosalind) 

e. Act III scene v (The end of the scene) “Think not I love him, though I ask 
for him… And thou shalt bear it: wilt thou, Silvius?” (Speaker: Phebe) 

f. Epilogue (At the end of the play) “It is not the fashion to see the lady 
epilogue… bid me farewell.” (Speaker: Rosalind)   

 
ASSIGNMENT CHECKLIST: 
 

1. Annotated Copy of How to Read Literature Like a Professor - DUE - August 14th (First day of school) 

2. Annotated Copy of Frankenstein (Annotation guide above) - DUE - August 14th (First day of school) 

3. Google Doc for Frankenstein assignment - DUE - August 12th (Google Classroom Turn in) 

4. Google Doc for Monologue explanation - DUE - August 12th (Google Classroom Turn in) 

5. Monologue presentation - DUE - August 15th is the start of presentations (Be ready that day!) 

 
Feel free to contact me with any concerns or questions you have over the summer.  Google Classroom is a 
great way to keep in touch, or you can email me directly at the address below.  However, if you wait until 
the first few days in August to send me an email telling me that you were confused or that you ran out of 
time, DO NOT EXPECT MERCY!  This assignment is the first impression you are giving me of what 
kind of student I can expect.  If this looks too challenging, it will only get worse!  Have a great summer! 
 
richardson.steven@lebanonschools.org 

mailto:richardson.steven@lebanonschools.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 


